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Reserve AA INFORMATION CALENDAR—-FEBRUARY, 1940 
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de Tree Planting--Since tres planting is one of the important soil~building 
measures being emphasized under the 1940 AAA Farm Program by the $30 
special allowance end other provisions, the epring season will de an 
important tine to encourage thie practice, In many areas of the country 
it is expected thet considerable tree planting will be done in February, 
A timely relsace might be worked up by consulting your state forester 
and also nursery operatora to determine the amount of nursery stock 
ayailadle ani the ability of the mirsery trade to meet the demand reault- 
ing from the $30 tree planting allowance, It would be advisable, alae, 
to warn farniers to male arrangaments to obtein atock as serly as possibile. 


Ze The national radio series, “Today's Soil for Today and Tomorrow,” suggests 
that something similar on & state basis mighS be done, Practices adapta- 
ble to the etates, with particular emphasize on those to be stressed under 
the 1940 progrem, mizht make up 4 short series for local radio stations, 
The netional ssries now being broadcast each Tuesday over the National 
Farm and Home Hour will bring four programs in February. The following 
counties will participate: February 6--G4lliam Gounty, Oregon, “Seeding 
Perennial Grasses"; February ld--Mississippi county committees, “Winter 
Cover Crops"; February 20-=-Logan County, Illinois, "Acreage Allotments 
as Conservation": February 27--estern Region ranchers, "Deferred Grazing 
on the Range." Since this series is concerned with how farmers have 
used and are now ueing AAA soilebulliding prectices te mest thelr conser= 
vation needs, it will be important to get the information about thass 
broadcasts out to farmers, Locsl releases mighs be prepared in cons ction 
with the serier. 


Bo The contribution of soll=building practices to whldlifa conservation 
shovld receive consideration in informationel work during the month, for 
newspapers, radio and wildlife publications. This aspect of the program 
has wide popular appeal, of which full advantage was not taken in 1939. 

‘In the North Central, Region, a memorandun to States dated March 16, 192%, 
shows the part various soll-building practices play in wildlife coaeerva~ 
tion. } 


4re Wheat Loan Story--A special release distributed recently in South Deke ta 
demonstrated the value of the wheat loan to farners. Friefly, the story 
was this: A farmer netted on extra profit of $187 on 8CO bushels of 
wheat sealed last sumner because he was able to take out 4 wheat loan, 
The farmerresortod that last Ausust when he threshed, the local market 
price of wheat wae 58 cente. Instead of seliing, he placed 800 bushela 
of wheat in the granary and received a loan of 72 cents per bushel, or 
$576, He used the money to meat current expenses, Late in December 
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when wheat reached 97 cents on his local market, the farmer paid off hie 
loan, plus interest and acecrved charges, totaling $581, Then he sold his 
wheat, receiving $768--a profit of $187, The famcer remarked, "This 1e 

the first time in the 29 years I have been farming that I was in a position 
to take advenatage of @ price advance on something I produce," 

The above information is probably typical ofmeany cases which could serve 
as the bagis of releases in wheat areas. Such a story could be used in 


wheat counties, county committees supplying the date needed for a fill-in 
weekly release, 


YearsXnd Summary Feature--An excellent story summarizing the 1939 AAA 
Farm Program wae written in Iydiana. The feature, signed by the state 
chairman, told a comprehensive story of what Indiana farmere did under ali 
phases of the 1939 program applicable to that state, The atory was a 
follow-up on @ suggested feature outlined in the December AAA Information 
Calendar, and was printed in the Sunday, December 31, issue of the 
Indianapolis Star, 


Feature Story--After the parity orice paymont rates have been announced, 
short feature stories showing how farmers will earn all AAA paynents under 
the 1940 program may be prepared in the states, The following outline is 
only suggested, as it may not fit all states, and no doubt will have to be 
adjusted to meet local conditions: 


1. Set up @ sample farm, or perhaps several sample farms te 
meet differences in type-of-farming arsaa in your state, 
Include acres of cropland, nonetiliable pasture land, 
woodland, etc. Give the farm's total soil-depleting 
allotment, soll-conserving crops te be grown on the farm 
ané other necessary data. You will need the productivity 
rate for the farm, normal yields for crops produced, and 
& goilebuilding ellowance, also. 


2. Estimate the maximum conservation payment the farmer 
could earn on hie epesial allotment crops, such as wheat, 
corn and potatoes, by keeping within his soli-depleting 
&llotment, and by earning his soil-building allowance, 


3. Estimate his parity payments on the crops covered by the 
parity provisions of the program, 


In many states, an example could easily be worked up from the figures 
of an actual farm taken from a farm plan sheet, or listing sheet, 
whichever is used in the Region, The story should be net up so that 
any farmer, dy using his own figures, can estimate the approximate 
amount he will be able to earn in 1940. 


"Uncle San-Farner"=-Letters have been sent to the state offices informing 
state committees that the March of Time agricultural film, "“Unele Saem= 
Farmer," will be available for use in the states, This filw gives in 
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dramatic form the bacicground of the national, farm problem, along with 
steps boing talen to meet the situation, The arrangment with March of 
Time gives the AAA an opportunity to make wide use of an outstanding - 
agricultural film, Details about the use of the film in your state 
may be obtained from your estate committee. and 4% is suggested that all 
help possible be civen in getting inforaation inte local papers where 
the file will be used, 


With the spring season goon upon us, and farm work to get started shortly, 
now is an excellent tims to map out an information program on conservation, 
if this has not already been done, Starting with the conservation needs of 
your state, and what the 1940 program has for meeting those veda, 1t wild 
be feasible to set up a achedule of atate stories to encourage the use of 
these practices, This will enable the person who handles information to 

get an over-all, picture of a program for press and radio material to release 
during the coming months, 


The Southern Region suggoesta that some good features on such soil-building 
practiceos as terracing and treo planting could be released during February. 
An AAA angle could be used, bringing in conservation practices an part of 
& well-rounded farm program. Thie wuld be in line with the ebove suggos= 
tion for a conservation schedule, In this counection, a story on the use 
of the farm plan sheet would be timely, 


Suggestions for Mate aad Pictures 


1. 


Zo 


So 


So 


Winter Yarm Pictures--This is the season when winter farm pictures may 
be taken, pointing out the repults of AAA practices. A fow suggestions 
for these: snow being held on the land by contour ridges aad rurrows, 

by stubble or etaiks left on the land, or by shelterbalts and windbreaks; 
livestock feeding pictures showlng plenty of foed on hand as & result of 
the EvereNormual, Granary; grase on the range, helding sacw down, and pro- 
viding winter feed fox livestock. 


Tree Planting-<Pictures of tree planting under the $30 payment. This wilh 
apply dn all areas, and such pictures would be excellent to illustrate & 
feature story showing the advantace of the $20 payment on amali, farms, 


Grant-ol=-2eid==In the North Central Region, where the grant-of~ald provision 
has beon considerably expanded, a picture of the first farmer in the county 
to cbtain or apply for lime under the grant-ofe24d program can be taken 
very soon, This could ealeao be done in other regions where the grant-eof-aid 
provision will be extended, 


Practice Pictures-=The Southern Division suggests that good actlon shots 
of farmers carrying owt such conservation practices as terracing and tree 
plenting, and pictures of farmers being avsisted with farm plan sheets 

be taken. (This ie also suggested for other regions where practices can be 
carried out during February and the farm plan is used.) 
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Compliance work in winter wheat areas has been comploted. 
The 1940 parity payment rates on wheat will be announced, 
County committees in the Seuthern Region will begin work 
in connection with determining usual wheat acreages and 
normal wheat yields for 1941. 

Mareh 31 is the maturity date for 1938 wheat loans ani 
April. 30 the maturity date on 1929 loane. 


The corn loan program will continue in Podruary, and early 
in the month it may be possible to develop a press release 
on the amount of loans made through January. Comparisons 

with loans made a year ago might be included. 


County committees will be working on 194) normal cotton 
yields for use in connection with the 1940 marketing queta, 
the 1940 Agricultural Conservation Program, and the 1940 
parity price program. 


All 1940 acreage allotmente for Burley and flus-cured 
tobacce will be in the hands of farmers vy the end of the 
month, if not before. In the Northeast Region cigar leaf 
tobacco allotments will be out to farmers. The Secretary 
will determine the desirable acreage of Sonnecticut Valley 
shade tobacco by February <. 


February 29 is the deadline for completing crop insurance 
applications on pring wheat. A weekly press release has 
been sent to the states concerned stating that the dead= 
line will not be extended beyond Februar; 29. Chief actie 
vity of the month will be centered arouni the sign-up. 
Yield md rate data for 1941, especially in winter wheat 
areas, will be listed for farme in the counties, Forme 
will be distributed in connection with 1540 lose adjuste 
ment worke 


1940 rates of parity payments on four coumodities are 
expected to be announced by February le 


East Central Region--lime and superphospiiate may be applied 


during the month; terraces may be ataxed out, grass and 


clover seeded in the southern part of the region, trees 
planted, md forest improvement practices carried out. 
Since the 1940 program year will end August 31 in all 
States except North Carolina (whore the closing date ie 
October 31) spring planting of trees will need to be 
emphasized, If approved by the state committee, nutes of 
euch trees as walnuts may be planted instead of trecs, 
The special $20 allowance is expected to increase trea 
planting considerably this year. 
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Southern Region--In certain arces, depeniing on loo a}, 
conditions, the following practices can se carried out: 
terracing, secding legpedeze, applying lime and superphosphate, 
tree pianting. In Texas and Ollahona, contour isting of 
pastures may be done, and deme and resexvoirs tullt. 


Western Region--This will be a slack sceson for practicer, 
but in some areas fertiliser may be applied, and mechanica, . 
practices carried out. (Cheok with state offices on practices, / 


Northeast Region--Yorestry practices appliceble ta the region, 
including those in the hurricane cleam-uo area, way be carried 
Cute 


North Central Region=-Considerabie tree planting is expected 
te be done in February. Lines for terracing and contouring 
cen be laid oat; farmers might be urged in press and ratiie 
material to makes a stert on such werk, giuce these are among 
the practices to be emphasized thie year. Red clover, sweat 
clover, alfalfa and other legunes and graszees will be seeded. 
im some areas during February. in connection with the seeding 
of legumes and graaees, the expanded grant~-of-ald program will 
begin to operate when farmers obtain lime for applisation te 
the soll, Suesessful bidders for limestone under the grant- 
of-ald progran will probably be announced during the month, 
(This should be a peg for a nevs velease in each state con 
cerned.) Follewing the conservation conference in Washington 
last month state committees ani extension service representa= 
tives are expected to work out definite prograns for stressing 
eéapted soile-building practices. {As scon as these practices 
are designated end the procedure for ztressiag then agreed 
upon, news releases can be prepared in tine states.) 


East Central Regiote-Vorne on the farm plan (ECR 415), and 
the farm practice plan for farne heving uo allotments (4152), 
have been walled to the counties, and during Februsry som- 
uitteemen will be working with farmers on filling cat theas 
forms, A large proportion of the 1939 conservation paynents 
will go out to farmers during the month, Producere should 
be urged to execute the farm plan as soon as poselbie aa 
April 15 is the closing date on filling them out, aad farm 
work will be heavy soon afterwards. AAA Notebooks are exe 
pected to be out to all comuitteemen in Tebruarye 


All special allotmonte=-such as tobacco, wheat, cotton, 
peanuts, vegesables, end potatoes=-will oe ous to farmers 
by the end of February. 


Educational meatings have been completed in one estate, and 
will be finished in the other states during the month. 
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Performance, Northeast Region=-Dietrict meetings in preparation for the 

Meetings, etc. 1940 sign=up’for county and community committeemen will be 

(Cont'd) completed. in most states by February 1, efter which com- 
mitteemen will etart the aign-up. Orders for lime sand 
superphorphate asa grants? aid will be taken st the same 
time and will be a heavy part of the aign-up work. 


1939 coneervation payments will contiaue during the month, 
As of Jamary 17, over one-half of the 19359 applications 
for payment head been received in Washington, sand payment 
had been made on about one=third of the total estimated 
application for payment in the Region. 


Practically all potato send vegetable farm allotments will 
be out in February. 


The Northeast AAA Notebook is in the preceas of being 
printed. 


Northeast committeemen have requested information which 
they can use in polnting out the epecial need for planting 
within potato allotments this year. This material has 
veen forwarded to the etates, and sommittesmen are now 
using it in meetingse 


North Central Region=--Meetings will be held in most 
communities in connection with the educational progran 
and the 403 (farm plan) sign-up. 


State conferences to discuss wheat procedure are tentatively 
acheduled. If held, they will be late in the month, 


The AAA Notebook for the North ventral Region will be in 
the hands of community committeemen during February. I% 
is advisable to prepsre a state supplement, if this has 
not already been done. 


State movies (silent-about 15 minutes long) will be avail- 
able in Iowa md South Dakota, and probably in Ohio, Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Nebraeke during the month. 


Farm plen sign-up: One of the committeeman’s chief tasks 

for February will be the sign-up. State offices will 
probably begin to compile progress reports during the month, 
which should offer opportunity for releases on the percentage 
of farmers signed, possibly with comparisons with the previous 
year, and other infornetion. 
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Performance, §§ North Central staff members in Washingten who will speak 

Meetings, etc, in the states iuring late January and February include: 

(Cont'd) Assistant Director Harry N. Schooler, at the Wisconsin 
Farm and Home Week, Madison, Jamuary 29; Wiiliam MeArthur, 
chief of the Connodity Loan Section, at the annual mesting 
of the Illinois ‘armere’ Grain Dealers Association, Peoria, 
February 4o 


Southern Region--A regional conference will be held at 
Columbia, 5.C., Jemuary 3l-February 3. 


The annual mee:ing of the Association of Southern Agri- 
cultural “orkere will be held at Birmingham, Ala., 


February 7=9. 


Meetings of newlyselected county and community committes=- 
men will continue in February. 


T, Lo Ayers, is: charge of program operations for the 
Southern Divielon, will address the Home Kconomica Section 
of Southern Agricultural Workers’ Association, in Birminghen, 
Ala., February 7. 


Distribution of State Handbooks will get under way. 


Comnitteemen will be working with farmers in filling out 
individuel fara plan sheete in states where they are being 
used this year, 


1939 conservation payments will continue to gc out to far= 
mers during February. 


Weetern Region--Educational and farmer-bueinsesmen meetings 
will continue on a community basis during the month. 
Information about these meetings can be obtained from the 
State Offices. 


Printed copies of the State Handbooks are expected to go 
out in February. 


Eo Jo Bell, in charge of wheat loens for the Western Division, 
will represent the AAA and speak at the North Dakota Grain 
Dealers’ Convention in Bismarck, February 7. 


Community committed-en will be working with farmers on the 
sign-up of WR 406, the farm plan estimate sheet. Commi tteenen 
will alao be working with farmers on ACP 96, and on WR 407, 
affecting combination farms. 


March 31 is final date for accepting 1939 applications for 
agricultural and range conservation payments, 
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